	Website Evaluation

A smart researcher makes sure the websites she/he uses contain reliable information. When you find a site that looks useful, consider this list to decide if you can rely on that website's information:

Is the website designed for children?

· Does the site contain a lot of graphics (photos, diagrams, illustrations, charts, etc.)?

· Can you understand most of the words?

· Is the size of the text large enough that it is easy for you to read? 

· Is the text broken up into short paragraphs?

Is the website designed and organized well?

· Is the site visually appealing? (Attractive websites tend to be more likely to contain reliable information than unattractive websites). 

· Is the information well-organized? (Information is organized in a way that makes sense).

· Is the site user friendly? (You can easily figure out how to navigate through the site).

Is the information accurate?

· Based on what you already know about the topic, does the site's information make sense?

· Compare the information you find to other reliable sources: does it match?

Is the information up to date?

· Look for “Last Updated” followed by the date (usually found at the bottom of the page).

· For most websites: was the information last updated within the last 5 years?

· For websites on current events: was the information last updated within the last year?

Who is the author? 

· Look for a section with a title like “About”, “About Us”, “Who Are We?”, “FAQ”, “Contact”, etc. to find clues about who the author is.

· The clues you find about the author can help you decide if the information is accurate.

· The best web site authors are experts on the topic you are researching.

· Some web site authors/experts you can trust are: university professors, scientists, museums, non-profit organizations and government agencies.

What is the website's purpose (the reason the website exists)?

· Often, the URL will give you a big clue; for example: .com = used by businesses, sell products or services, .edu = usually used by universities, .bc.ca = used by our provincial government).

· Beware of sites that are trying to sell you something, or are biased.

· Also watch out for sites that feature a lot of advertisements – they tend to contain unreliable information.

· A good website does not try to sell you something or sway your thinking; their main purpose is to simply present the facts.

Does the web site provide a list of the sources it used?

· Sources are the books, articles, or sites that the author used to get their information.

· Look for a section with a title like “Bibliography”, “Works Cited”, or “References” to see if you can find a list of the sources the author used.

· If the author included a list of sources, it can be a sign that the information is reliable because it shows that the author spent time to look for the best, most accurate information.

The information shared on this handout is from the book Find the Right Site by Ann Truesdell.


